providers immediately are challenged by the question of how to adequately respond. Under-treatment and unmet needs among survivors have been repeatedly documented (Brewin et al., 2010) and can cause unnecessary suffering in survivors. Unfortunately, the question of how to ultimately respond is not fully resolved (Bisson, 2014) . There is still little research on the efficacy of very early interventions and what does exist is largely evidenceinformed rather than evidence-based. However, doing nothing to support victims of acute traumatic events is not an attractive option.
In this special issue, Nancy Kassam-Adams' paper presents a framework for thinking about the design, delivery, and evaluation of early interventions for children who have been exposed to different kinds of acute trauma (Kassam-Adams, 2014) . She points at targets for early intervention and describes the next steps for research and practice.
Five early intervention principles have been proposed: promoting a sense of safety, calming, a sense of self-and community-efficacy, connectedness and hope (Dü ckers, 2013; Hobfoll et al., 2007) . Many recent early responses to major traumatic events have been guided by these principles, but the designs of actual outreach programs are heterogeneous. In this issue, two different outreach programs are presented. The Finish model mainly focused on outreach organized and administered at one site (Turunen, Haravuori, Pihlajamäki, Marttunen, & Punamäki, 2014) , while the outreach to survivors and families in Norway was based on local resources in survivors' municipalities (Dyb, Jensen, Glad, Nygaard, & Thoresen, 2014) . Both outreach programs were based on proactiveness and provided resources for a longer period of time.
In Norway, outreach to school children was provided through an initiative from educational authorities, and in this issue, Schultz, Langballe, and Raundalen (2014) point out the difficulties children might have in understanding what happened and the teachers' role in explaining acts of terror and establishing a sense of safety.
There remain many challenges to be addressed in preventing PTSD and other difficulties related to acute traumatic events. For obvious reasons, research in these , allowing third parties to copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format, and to remix, transform, and build upon the material, for any purpose, even commercially, under the condition that appropriate credit is given, that a link to the license is provided, and that you indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. highly unexpected situations may be very challenging and systematic observations are difficult to conduct. It is highly relevant to focus on ethical issues, and targeting victims of trauma for multiple enquiries by researchers should be avoided. Immediately after the terror attack in Norway, a coordinating initiative for research groups was established to promote collaboration between researchers and to protect victims from additional strain (Refsdal, 2014 
